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Class 3:
Prepositions of Time
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What we will learn in Today’s session :

Preposition of Time

What you will learn in this class:

1. You will get a thorough knowledge of prepositions

2. You will get an idea which preposition is appropriate
3. You will be able to frame Compound sentences easily
4. Your spoken part will improve

5. Your Written English part will be rhetoric

Prepositions of Time - at, in, on

We use:

e atfor a PRECISE TIME
e in for MONTHS, YEARS, CENTURIES and LONG PERIODS
e on for DAYS and DATES

?’TQECISE TIME :\;I]ONTHS, YEARS, CENTURIES and LONG PERIODS gnAYS and DATES
at 3 oclock in May on Sunday

at 10.30am in summer on Tuesdays

at noon in the summer on 6 March

at dinnertime in 1990 on 25 Dec. 2010
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at bedtime in the 1990s on Christmas Day

at sunrise in the next century on Independence Day
at sunset in the lce Age on my birthday

at the moment | in the past/future on New Year's Eve

Look at these examples:

e | have a meetingat 9am.

e The shop closes at midnight.

e Jane went home at lunchtime.

e In England, it often snows in December.

e Do you think we will go to Jupiter in the future?

e There should be alot of progress in the next century.
e Do you work on Mondays?

e Her birthday is on 20 November.

e  Where willyou be on New Year's Day?

Notice the use of the preposition of time at in the following standard expressions:

Expression Example
at night The stars shineat night
at the weekend* | don't usually work at the weekend.

at Christmas*/Easter | | stay with my family at Christmas.

at the same time We finished the test at the same time.

at present He's not home at present. Try later.
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*Note that in some varieties of English people say "on the weekend" and "on Christmas".

Notice the use of the prepositions of time in and on in these common expressions:

in on
in the morning on Tuesday morning
in the mornings on Saturday mornings

in the afternoon(s) | on Sunday afternoon(s)

in the evening(s) | on Monday evening(s)

When we say last, next, every, this we do not also use at, in, on.

e | went to London last June. (notin last June)

e He's coming back next Tuesday. (not on next Tuesday)

e | go home every Easter. (not at every Easter)

e Wellcallyou this evening. (not in this evening)

1 Don't call me I lunch time, please. | won't be able to hear you in the restaurant.

2 Youshould comel time. It's impolite to be late.

3 Could you come I Monday morning?
4 They're getting marriedl tw o months.

5 This beautiful building w as built I the 16th century.

6 The situation I present is very difficult.
7 John's away on hoIidayI the moment.

8 You canwaitfor him. He'll be backl ten minutes.

9 The Company is cIosedI public holidays.

Answers
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1 At
2 On
3 0on
4 in
5in
6 at
7 at
8in
9 on

About the Instructor

Santosh Sen (B.Ed. in English, University of Delhi)

Santosh Sir has wide teaching experience of more than 5 years in English
Language and Literature. He is an ex-faculty of Exam Mitra Institute,
Delhi. Students have known him as a teacher who makes English
Learning easy by his short methods and tricks.
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Price : Course is available only to UNLIMITED Account users of
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